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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as First Class Mail to: Assistant 
Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 on February 13, 
2001. 

Signed: x<^f^^ Tn^jL&rr^ 

Lara M. Nelson 



INFORMA TION DISCLOSURE STA TEMENT 
UNDER 37 CFR $61.56 AND 1.97(c) 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Dear Sir: 

The reference listed in the attached PTO Form 1449, a copy of which is attached, may be 
material to examination of the above-identified patent application. Applicants submit this 
reference in compliance with their duty of disclosure pursuant to 37 CFR §§ 1 .56 and 1 .97. The 
Examiner is requested to make this reference of official record in this application. 

1 . Japanese Patent Publication No. 2000-196484 — A brief summary of the Japanese 
application is provided in the English Language Summary of the invention 
included herewith. 



This Information Disclosure Statement is not to be construed as a representation that a 
search has been made, that additional information material to the examination of this application 
does not exist, or that this reference indeed constitutes prior art. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed concurrently with the above- 
referenced patent application. Accordingly, it is believed that no fees are due in connection with 
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the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. However, if it is determined that any fees are 
due, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge such fees to Deposit Account 50-0388 
(Order No. ALPSP010). 

Respectfully submitted, 

BEYER WEAVER & THOMAS, LLP 
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Reg. No. 31,234 

P.O. Box 778 

Berkeley, CA 94704-0778 o 
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Form 1449 (Modified) 


Atty Docket No. 


Application No.: 




ALPSP010 


09/753,790 


Information Disclosure 


Applicant: 




Statement By Applicant 


Kudo et al. 






Filing Date 


Group 


(Use Several Sheets if Necessary) 


January 2, 2001 


Unassigned 



U.S. Patent Documents 



Examiner 
Initial 


No. 


Patent No. 


Date 


Pate^fe© i 


Class 


Sub- 
class 


Filing 
Date 




A 
















B 






(. ta » s m S ) 




— i 






C 






\% °>/ 




C3 








D 






-£t~ 




CD 






E 










er 

O 






F 










Z£ 






G 

















H 










&— 


-S — Q — 




I 










CD 

J 





Foreign Patent or Published Foreign Patent Application 
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Initial 
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Document 
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Publication 
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Examiner: Initial citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and 
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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